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District Requirement 

The purpose of this assessment is to identify what a child is currently 

able to do and what they are ready to learn.   

 

CPAA- Children’s Progress Academic Assessment 

• Designed at Columbia University and MIT 

• Acquired by NWEA 

• Designed to be used as a teaching tool 

• Includes instructional scaffolding (targeted support) 

• Reports provide skill-specific next steps for each child and 
classroom  

• Math and Literacy 

• English or Spanish 

• Prekindergarten 

 

The expectation of performance on CPAA is based on the Texas Pre-

Kindergarten Standards.  There are three seasonal item banks with 

increasing expectations. 
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OUR EXPERIENCE ADMINISTERING 
CPAA 



Administering an Assessment 



Mouse Practice 



Administering CPAA 



The Student’s Experience 



 















 



Feedback from Teachers  

• This process was much less time consuming 
than our previous assessment.  

• How do I interpret these scores?  

• The reports are very helpful in talking with 
parents. 

• What can we do for students who have no 
computer or mouse experience? 

• We want to see our morning and afternoon 
classes separately in CPAA reports.   



OUR RESULTS 



Underlying Understandings We Needed 

From the Beginning 

• CPAA is a sample of what students know 

and are able to do. 

 

• We have a culture of using multiple data 

points to make instructional decisions.    

 

• The Pre-Kindergarten Guidelines or 

Standards come first 

 

 



CPAA Literacy at Pre-K Campuses 
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CPAA Literacy - Spanish 
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CPAA Mathematics at Pre-K Campuses 
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CPAA Mathematics - Spanish 
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Bilingual Students 

• Last year our Bilingual kids took English 

CPAA at the end of the year.  

 



How Much Growth Is Enough? 

Growth or Acceleration 

Acceleration 



Growth or Acceleration 



SCORING AND REPORTS 



How Teachers are Using the Data 
A Case Study 

 



Full Report 

 



Class Reports-Activities 

Abby Simmons 
Michael Shea 
Jessica Chen 
Xia Yu 
Guillermo Rodriguez 
Caitlyn Ramos 
George Thomas  
 



Grouping Charts 



Full Report-Math 

 



Activity 

1. Select a goal or area to target for the 

student in both reading and math. 

 

2. Use the full report to identify the        

Prekindergarten Guidelines the student 

is ready to learn. 

 

3. Identify lessons or activities that address     

these needs.  

 

 



What would you target first?  

 



Full Report - Reading 



Full Report - Math 

 



IMPROVEMENTS TO PRACTICE 



Teacher-Created Activity 



Teacher-Created Activity 





Formative Assessment Process 
Assessment 

CPAA, PreK Assessments, Formative 
Assessments, Ongoing Assessments,  

Identify Areas for Growth for Each Student 

Group Students with Similar Needs 

Instruct, Provide Intervention 

Formative Assessment 
(anecdotal notes, checklists, observations, data collection, PK assessment tasks) 

Students who 
show mastery 

Students who have 
not yet mastered 



QUESTIONS? 

Jennifer Ruth 

Plano ISD-Student Achievement Specialist 

Jennifer.Ruth@pisd.edu 

469-752-8022 


